Sophomore English 22 Course Overview

Course Description: 
This course is designed for students who plan to further their formal education or enter the work force following high school.  The program integrates study of literature, vocabulary, and writing skills, in practical, personal and academic realms.  Composition assignments are developed from the literature, including classic and modern fiction, poetry, non-fiction. Core literature includes A Lesson Before Dying, A Separate Peace, Tuesdays with Morrie, Persepolis I, Night, and Nothing to Lose, as well as thematically related nonfiction, short stories, and poetry.  Skills outlined in state curriculum frameworks are built upon to provide a solid foundation of critical thinking skills and preparation for the MCAS. Vocabulary is studied in a sequential program and includes some PSAT preparation.

Essential Questions: 

· How does reflecting on the “coming of age” experience foster self-awareness and promote maturity?

· How do the ideas of loyalty and betrayal determine the strength of one’s character?
· How does contemplation of consequence impact decision-making?
Academic Expectations of Student Learning: (as aligned to the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks)
Through this course, students will

· Employ active reading strategies to understand text.  

· Deepen their understanding of a literary or informational work by relating it to its contemporary context, historical background or critical response.

· Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of theme in a literary work and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. 

· Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of structure, and elements of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. 

· Identify and analyze an author’s diction and syntax and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. 
· Write with a clear focus, coherent organization and sufficient detail for a variety of purposes. 

· Apply knowledge of style, tone, and word choice in writing for different audiences. 

· Gather information from a variety of sources, analyze and evaluate the quality of the information they obtain, and incorporate the research in their compositions and projects.  

· Pose questions, listen to the ideas of others, and synthesize information with their own experiences in a variety of classroom settings.

· Study the nuances of vocabulary, applying their knowledge to reading, writing and speaking. 
Literature: 
Required texts:  


· Night

· Persepolis I

· The Last Mission

· Elsewhere

· A Separate Peace

· Nothing To Lose

· Stuck in Neutral

· A Lesson Before Dying

Supplementary texts: 


· Oedipus Rex

· Macbeth

· Julius Caesar

· When the Emperor was Divine

· Hunger Games

· Persepolis II

· Letters from the Inside

· I Am the Messenger

· In The Forests of the Night

· Twelve Angry Men

· The Color of Water

· A Brief Chapter in My Impossible Life

· Tales From the Midnight Driver

· Are We There Yet?

· Many Stones
· Emerald Dawn
Core Writing Assignments:

· Thesis paper

· Language autobiography

· Timed writing

· MCAS open responses

Other writing assignments may include

· Dialectical journal

· Point of view shift
Vocabulary
· Improving Vocabulary Skills, Second Edition

